Age it]  Wellesley's Anxiety for his Wounded     [1803
commencement of hostilities, General Wellesley's orderly,
riding beside him, had the top of his head taken off by a
cannon ball. At another stage of the battle his favourite Arab,
Diomed, fell piked beneath him, and the horse he was riding
at the last attack on the village of Assye had his leg carried
away.
General Wellesley's first consideration after the battle was
the care of his wounded. He put it even before the pursuit
of the enemy, which could have been carried out immediately
by Colonel Stevenson's intact division;
but [he explained to the Adjutant-General] as I was obliged to call his
division to my neighbourhood, in order that I might have the assistance
of the medical men belonging to the division under his command to dress
my wounded soldiers, and of the carriage of his sick to remove them to
the hospital . . . some days elapsed before Colonel Stevenson descended
the Ghaut.1
In spite of the fact that the battle was fought in defence of
the Nizam's territories, General Wellesley experienced the
greatest difficulty in getting his wounded into places of safety,
for the Nizam's subjects would do nothing for them.
The Nizam's aumils behave very ill [he wrote Colonel Close] and his
killedar of Dowlutabad refuses to receive our wounded; so that I have
been obliged either to leave my brave fellows exposed in an open town,
or to send them to Ahmednuggur, and to wait till I can get my doolies,
etc., back again. Thus are all our best plans thwarted, and yet these are
the best of our Allies ! 1 !2
Nothing would induce him to move until his mind was at
rest about his wounded, and his advance was delayed accord-
ingly. They were finally placed in Adjuntee, General Welles-
ley escorting one of the sick divisions there in person.
I have just returned from seeing my wounded men [he writes on
October 8th]; they are tolerably comfortable, and I hope safe in the fort;
but I wish they were at a greater distance from the frontier, instead of
1 Supp. Despatches, Vol. If, p. 199*
2 Dispatchesi VoL /, p. 410.
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